Tobacco thrips: Frankliniella fusca (Hinds) Flower thrips: Frankliniella tritici (Fitch)
Selected foliar insecticides were evaluated for control of thrips on cotton seedlings at the Macon Ridge Research Station (Franklin Parish). Cotton seed were planted into a Gigger-Gilbert silt loam soil on 7 May. Plot size was four rows (40-inch centers) X 25 ft. Treatments were placed in a RCB design with four replications. Foliar insecticides were applied with a handboom and compressed air system calibrated to deliver 10 GPA through TeeJet 8001 flat fan nozzles (2/row) at 20 psi on 25 May and 4 Jun. Insecticide efficacy was measured by randomly selecting 10 plants per plot and counting the number of immatures and adults on 28 May (3 DAT1), 1 Jun (7 DAT1), and 7 Jun (3 DAT2). Plant samples were processed using whole plant washing procedures to remove thrips. Thrips were counted using a dissecting microscope. Seedling damage was estimated visually using a 0-5 rating scale with 0 as no damage and 5 representing severe damage. Seedling damage was evaluated on 4 Jun (10 DAT1) and 13 Jun (9 DAT2). Data were subjected to ANOVA and means separated according to DMRT. Total rainfall of 4.95 inches occurred during the test.
All treatments significantly reduced number of thrips compared to that in the non-treated plots at 3 DAT1, 7 DAT1, and 3 DAT2. Both Intruder treatments and Orthene also significantly reduced thrips numbers compared to that in the Carbinetreated plots at 3 DAT1 and 7 DAT1. Seedling damage in plots treated with Intruder (0.05 lb AI/acre) and Orthene was significantly lower than that in the Intruder (0.026 lb AI/acre), Carbine and non-treated plots on both sample dates. However, all insecticides significantly reduced seedling damage ratings compared to the non-treated plots at 9 DAT2. No phytotoxicity was observed with the insecticides used in this test. 
